A 55-year-old man was admitted for impaired health status and lower back pains. Analysis of serum proteins by capillary zone electrophoresis (CZE) was performed on a Capillarys Protein(e) 6. The ␤ 1 -globulin fraction showed a peak suggestive of the presence of a monoclonal component (Fig. 1A, dashed arrow) The answers are on the next page.
ANSWERS
CZE uses ultraviolet detection at 200 nm for direct protein quantification. One of its drawbacks is the potential interference by exogenous nonprotein substances, such as radiopaque agents and antibiotics, which also absorb at this wavelength (1 ) . Investigations revealed that the patient had received, 1 h before blood sample collection, ioméprol (Ioméron®), a radiopaque agent known to yield an abnormal peak in the ␤ 1 -globulin fraction. As recommended by Vermeersch et al., a second CZE was performed on a new sample 2 days later (2 ) . No residual interference was observed, because ioméprol has an elimination half-life of 89 -129 min. 
